
present writing it is too soon to report the outcome of this
ease"? (p. 164). And "the only excuse for so detailed a narra¬

tion" of another case, stretching over two and three-fourths
pages, "is its instructive portrayal of one of the modes in which
this truly terrible disease (secondary pneumonia) slays its
victims," (pp. 210-212). Moreover, I am ready to repeat that
relatively too little space is accorded both to pulmonary em¬

physema and to acute miliary tuberculosis of the lungs. On
page 550 I fail to find any explanation in the author's text of
his reasons for excluding acute miliary tuberculosis of the
lungs from extended description, Dr. Elliott to the contrary not¬
withstanding. But I do find expressed a reason why "it is con¬
sidered practical to recognize" it; and in this I thoroughly
agree with Dr. Babcock. Dr. Elliott censures me for criticising
Dr. Babcock for mentioning the names of physicians Avho called
him in consultation. Yet Avhy should these names be given?
Why burden the reader with them? What matters it where the
patient lives, whether in Macomb, 111., or OttumAva, Iowa?
And surely the amenities of English and American medical lit¬
erature scarcely demand the name of an earlier consultant,
proA-ed to have been in the Avrong by a subsequent postmortem
examination (p. 239), even though the family physician and
Dr. Babcock also fell into the error.
Dr. Elliott's last paragraph is not just. Several commenda¬

tions of the book appear in the original review, to which the
reader is referred. It is true that I stated that "at times the
author's elegance and fluency get the better of strength and
force." This I fully believe, and I count it not wholly a dis¬
paraging criticism. And as for the epigram, Dr. Elliott, Ithank you for the illustration. Do you believe that this ancient
epigram of Hippocrates, "Experience is fallacious and judgmentfleeting" is to "become a glaring half truth to-morroAV?"—The
Reateaver.]

The Neglect of the Anamnesis.
Scranton, Pa., April 26, 1907.To the Editor:\p=m-\I agree with Dr. Bayard Holmes in his re-cent article (The Journal, April 20, page 1349) that thepatient is our study and, that regardless of surroundings, con-

ditions or circumstances, he expects us to cure him without
reference to the name of the disease. The patient first asks:
"Can you cure me ?" Second: "How long will it take ?" Scien-
tific diagnostic means, such as the Widal typhoid reaction, usedto the exclusion of common sense, will not make the patientwell any quicker, as they are only confirmatory, and there are
enough other signs to teach one that he is dealing with a sick
man. I cite this method, not to condemn it, but to illustrate
the tendency to forget that we are treating the genus Homoand not the bacilli.
The first and foremost factor is the patient. Get him well.

Forget, if you will, all the technic or, if you will, elaborate it
to your heart's content, but for the love of humanity use your
reason and treat your patient even as you would be treated.
We must study our patients. To know that we have not
neglected our patients will not only bring us comfort, but willbring us nearer perfection and nature and natural processes.

D. W. Evans, M.D.

Temperance Lunch.
Hartford, Conn., May 8, 1907.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Ihave received a number of inquiries relat-
ing to the temperance lunch proposed at Atlantic City, June 6.
It should be distinctly understood that this occasion is not to
promote any particular theory, or society, or any special effort
to enlist or pledge any one to the so-called temperance cause.
The purpose is simply to gather, and informally talk over the
many questions which are arising about this problem. It
seems eminently fitting that the American Medical Associa-
tion, the largest medical society in the world, should recog-nize this subject in this simple way, and indicate that we
are not indifferent to the medical and hygienic interests which
center about it.

The Society for the Study of Alcohol has simply volunteered
to manage and conduct this event in response to the requestof a number of persons who feel that the members of the

American Medical Association should show an equal interest
in this subject to that of the great foreign societies. At the
British Medical Association, at Toronto, last fall, a similar
lunch attracted over 600 persons, the full limit of the hall.
The Avhole affair was informal and each speaker represented
himself personally, and it was a frank, open expression of
opinions.
I appeal, therefore, to every physician of the Association to

show his interest in the general subject by making this occa¬
sion prominent and eventful, and by attending this lunch Avith
his family and hearing Avhat may be said by some of the lead¬
ers of the profession.
I shall be very glad to give any further information or

details. T. D. Crothers, M.D.

Dentists Also Dupes of Nostrum Makers\p=m-\ALetter with
Spirit.

Somerville, Mass., April 17, 1907.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Iwish to write a word of praise for the

great work The Journal is doing in educating the medical
profession on the nostrum question. Keep up your good fight
for ethical medicine. Ten years ago, when I was in the drug
business I realized that the medical profession was being
lowered by the nostrum vendors, and I think we are indebted
to the Druggists Circular for the stand it has always taken for
ethical medicine. The medical profession has been and some
of its members are still being bluffed by the proprietary men,
but nothing compared to the dental profession. The dentist
is the acme of credulity. About a year ago I read a paper
before three Massachusetts dental societies on the subject.
It was sent to three leading dental trade journals. They all
refused to publish it. I have read "Adding Insult to In-
jury" (The Journal, Jan. 26, 1907, page 340) referring to
Antikamnia. This is fine. You strike right from the shoulder,
and you touch one phase of the subject which I am ashamed
to say I had overlooked. I intend to act, however. Here is a

copy of a letter which I am mailing to Merck to-day:
Dear Sirs :—I am astonished to find in the columns of the

Archives advertisements of the two fake preparations, Antikamnia
and Phenalgin, especially after they have been so thoroughly ex¬
posed by The Journal of the American Medical Association. When
my subscription expires I am through with you and your journal.
Furthermore, if you continue to carry these ads I shall cease pre¬
scribing and using Merck's products o£ every description.

G. B. Squires, Ph.G., D.D.S.

American Practice of Surgery. A Complete System of the
Science and Art of Surgery by Representative Surgeons of the
United States and Canada. Editors. Joseph D. Bryant, M.D., and
Albert H. Buck, M.D. Complete in Eight Volumes. Illustrated.
Volume II. Muslin Binding. Pp. 778. Price, $7.00. New York:
William Wood & Co.

The first volume of this work was recently reviewed in ex-
tenso in these pages, and the second volume, just received,
maintains the same general standard. In part vi, which deals
with such infections as leprosy, plague, glanders, anthrax,
actinomycosis, mycetoma, rhinopharyngitis mutilans and
scurvy, the space assigned to some of the subjects is entirely
out of proportion to the importance of the subject. For in-
stance, twenty-seven pages are devoted to leprosy, a rare curi-
osity in this country, and but five pages to actinomycosis, with
but a single paragraph on symptomatology, although actinomy-
cosis is common in comparison with leprosy and presents such
varied manifestations as to make it worthy of more thorough
consideration. In the chapter on syphilis, it is stated that
"up to the present time the cause of syphilis has not been dis-
covered," notwithstanding the fact that the claims made for the
Spirocheta pallida as the infectious agent seem most convincing,
if not overwhelming. The use of poultices of absorbent cotton
saturated with 2 per cent, carbolic acid solution for infections,
as recommended on page 155, when applied to the extremities,
carries great danger of producing gangrene of the fingers or

toes, as has been noted repeatedly. In the chapter on "Surgery
of Diseases of the Skin," several subjects are handled which are
also included in other chapters of this volume—for instance,
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